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EDITORS’ NOTES
Thanks to modern communication and Social Media world news can be communicated instantly via TV, computers, smart phones and other devices. Hence we are aware of dramatic
climate change both globally and locally. Also, this Year of Terror, 2016 has seen an attack
almost every day. Only nine days have passed in 2016 without a terrorist attack happening
somewhere.
A few years before his death, Pope John Paul II wrote, “In our day human society appears to
be shrouded in dark shadows by catastrophes and natural disasters.” We could say the same
about our times.
On a more positive note this issue contains an image and article of our FMM Sabbatical program; Srs. Anna Kim and Kyong-Ha Yim Kyong sent an article about the Home Garden Project in rural Ethiopia; Stickney Mission Sendings; FMM Assisted Living Residence.
We look forward to the visit of Sr. Françoise Massy, fmm, our superior general and Sr. Narelle
Skeers, fmm, general councillor August 4-17, 2016 .

Rosemarie Higgins,fmm, Maryann Alukonis, fmm & Anne Turbini, fmm

Contents
Sabba cal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Our Deceased& Sick, Thanks, Teamwork . . . .4
Assisted Living Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
S ckney, Fruit Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Ethiopia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Sharings is published at:
Provincial Communica ons Oﬃce
399 Fruit Hill Ave
North Providence, RI 02911
Tel: (401) 353‐5804 Ext: 130
Fax (401) 353‐8755
Please send ar cles either to
Fmmcom@aol.com or
fmmch@aol.com

NEXT ISSUE: FALL

2

L-R Franciscan Missionaries of Mary: Kim Anh Le, Vietnam, Carmel Bennett, Australia,
Celestine Kujur, Ghana, Maureen O’Reilly, United Kingdom, Minh Huong Pham, Vietnam,
Angelina Reuben, Myanmar

I step out of my door, so the other can enter… Pathways from around the world converged once again
in the Sabbatical Program on the afternoon of June
25th where Noreen welcomed us warmly to the Province as we gathered in the Peace Barn to begin our
journey together with Elizabeth Ann Conyers, Yvette
Hubert, Barbara Dopierala, Nga Le, Mary Motte, and
with Alma Dufault who very closely accompanies us
with her prayer and continuing interest as she recovers. The dynamic gift of our FMM Charism immediately opened to the discovery of emerging bonds
among us. We come from the Provinces of Australia, Ghana, United Kingdom, Myanmar and the United States. Our nationalities bring the flavors of India, Scotland, Vietnam, Burma, and Australia. We
are Celestine Kujur, Minh Huong Pham, Carmel
Bennett, Angelina Reuben, Kim Anh Le, Maureen
O’Reilly. Yvette warmly welcomed us to Bethany,
transformed into our community space for this

sabbatical time. Barbara led us into the story of
the Potter through DVD, Prayer and Conversation…and mysteries of creating. And it was in
this space our journey began moving towards an
energetic reflection on how God is speaking to us
in these times, to which each one brought deepened insight with provoking questions to the ideas launched at the beginning. Saturday offered
space for recreation, when Barbara and Nga accompanied us into an exploration of Native American History, Suffering and Vision in the Pequot
Museum in Connecticut. Later Bea Costagliola
and Carol Flaherty warmly shared the special fun
of a beautiful and simple family picnic in Wickford.
Minh Huong Pham, fmm
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Our Deceased Relatives & Friends
Bertrand Simard, Claudette Simard, fmm
Maria Nguyen Thi Tien, mother of Thi Minh Hong, fmm
Tac Bui, father of To Anh Bui, fmm
Michael Guong Nguyen, father of Nguyen Thi
Truyen, fmm
Nhiem Dinh, aunt of Huyen Chi Dinh, fmm
Pamela Messers, cousin of Joyce Gardella, fmm
Fr. James O’Connor, retired pastor of Millbrook, NY

Our Sick

doughnuts so we can have coffee.” A former provincial told me that he once accosted
her and asked, “How come my sister
isn’t the local superior?” (!)
Joe was happy to help out wherever
needed and considered the community at Fruit Hill as his second family.
Perhaps he is up in heaven now with
a group of FMMs, having coffee and
doughnuts reminiscing about the “good old days” at
Fruit Hill.
Beatrice Costagliola, fmm

Devika Shanbar, former student of Joyce
Gardella, fmm
Marie O’Connell, former FMM
Margaret Ann Reilley, former FMM

Thanks!

Setting:

Fruit Hill,
Living,
floor community room, 6:15

New York, 3rd May, 2016

Activity:

Mille and Alma are seated opposite
each other at a card-table, each
one flanked by her
and

Dear Noreen, dear Sisters of the Province of USA,
I would like to thank you for welcoming me, helping
me with my English, for being open and patient, for
sharing with me your stories, communities and your
time and to let me feel your passion for mission. May
the Lord bless you always with His tenderness and
Love.
God’s peace be upon you! Pax & Beni!
Ana Sliuka, fmm
Dear Sisters,
Thank you for all your prayers and kind messages of
sympathy on the death of my twin brother Joe. As
most of you know, he worked many years at Fruit Hill,
first as a driver, then helping Sr. Savina with cleaning
and later in the Daycare program assisting Jack on the
van.
I think of Joe as somewhat a Brother Juniper. Very
good hearted, but unpredictable. He was deeply devoted to the FMMs and demonstrated this in his own
simple, quirky ways. Ruth Tamulis reminded me of
the time when he drove to our convent in West Greenwich early one Saturday morning, rang the bell and
woke up the sisters, saying,” I brought some
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Millie is the dealer at a game of
While maone of them falls to
jestically dealing the
floor, at her feet. In wink, she wields her "reacher''
, in an atand starts pushing around the fallen
it over near Alma's
tempt to pick up.
feet, and
the
being able to pick up the
for about five minutes.
Then...Millie
the two long ends of
card
together, making the middle of it rise up, whereas
Alma's "reacher" grabs the hump, and
Holding up the
, both cry "victory" and the card
to it's place on the table
GAME

FMM ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE
Here at the Assisted living on Fruit Hill Ave in
North Providence, Rl on any given day there are
various activities. It would be impossible to fit
everything in one day. To make life a little easier
a monthly newsletter and calendar are composed. There's plenty to do here any time of the
year.
Some leisure activities include monthly acrylic
painting classes, computer classes, and Yoga or
Tai chi instructors can be found in the facility on
a weekly basis. Our Wellness Coordinator, Physicians from local hospitals and pharmacies join
forces to provide informational/ education presentations. Our day trips could include a simple run
to Starbucks, to varying local shops and museums. We have various activities to meet all levels
of independence.

Sisters Amalia and Ana Lina

Sister Lucie

Stephanie Das, NA &
Maureen Flanigan, R.N

Sr. Savina visiting Sr. Helen at St. Antoine’s

Sr. Connie

Sr. Jeanne
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STICKNEY MISSION SENDINGS
Here in Stickney these past few weeks has been a
time of dispersion. On May 14th our two students returned home from the Benedictine University after
having completed their semester with very high
grades. On the 17th we enjoyed a community outing
when Sheila drove us to Springfield to visit the home
of Abraham Lincoln. The next morning Kim Anh left
us for El Paso where she helped Marie and Betty in
their outreach to the immigrants. That same day Minh
Huong flew to Rhode Island for a project with interviewing our senior sisters and recording their missionary experiences.
Towards the end of May, Sheila wound up her tutoring position at the Huntington Learning Center in view
of her transfer to the Ein Karim Community in North
Smithfield. On June 12th the St. Pius Parish gave her
a warm sendoff after the 10:30 Sunday Mass. The
following Saturday, Sheila, Bea, Alicia and Margaret
spent the day at the Morton Arboretum stopping at
the local ice-cream store on our return home where
the generous owners, fellow parishioners at St Pius X
treated us.
Sunday, after Evening Prayer we gathered for a short
Mission sending and blessing for Sheila who departed on Tuesday, June21st. She will be deeply missed
by our community as well as our parish.
Mary of the Passion continues to challenge us to be
ready to go wherever we are needed. It is a challenge for those who leave and for we who remain –
may we all grow in generosity!
St. Pius X Community

TREES & GARDENS FRUIT HILL
As far back as our memory goes, our trees, flowers
and gardens have never been so beautiful as this
year. It is almost as if we live in a protected enclave
as our nearby neighbors and other places in the
USA have suffered from all sorts of weather related
disasters while we have escaped.
Words are insufficient to describe all the beauty, so
we will post a gallery of selected images on our website. (www.fmmusa.org)
It is thanks to good and faithful volunteer tree stewards and master gardeners along with our consultant
arborist, John Campanini who have collaborated
with us for the last 10 years that our grounds are so
beautiful. As John claims “The new trees planted
these last 10 years are proof of the results of proper
care. Several Tree Steward Programs and Workshops have been held in our Peace Barn and
grounds.
We have published a Booklet giving the history of
our Tree Project, which you may request if you are
interested.

6

Rosemarie Higgins, fmm

Home Garden Project in the rural Ethiopia - Franciscan Missionaries of Mary of East Africa Province
The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary’s presence in
the country of Ethiopia begun in the beginning of
the 20th century and a century later, FMM sisters
continue to journey with the people of Ethiopia with
the missionary zeal and works of compassion and
mercy in the spirit of the poor man of Assisi, St.
Francis and the FMM Foundress Blessed Mary of
the Passion.

Here in Tulla Sub-city near Hawassa, the capital of
the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples'
Region of Ethiopia, we are present to our people of
Ethiopia through the presence of Bushulo Health
Center (BHC) which has been delivering primary
health care services for the surrounding community
since it was first founded in 1979 and under the
administration of the FMM since 1987. Ethiopia
suffers from yearly famine which has been especially harsh this year. Poor women and children are
the most vulnerable population and we strive to
meet their increasing health and nutrition needs
and collaborate towards empowerment and selfsustainability. BHC is currently going through a
major transformation to become the only Mother
and Child Health Specialty Center in the whole
southern region of Ethiopia and is in need of collaborating with various donors to continue to serve
the most vulnerable population in Ethiopia as the
nation still has high infant mortality and morbidity
rate.

Any “aid” never ends poverty or hunger anywhere in
the world. As part of the BHC’s Mother and Child
Nutrition Program, we are spearheading education
programs towards self-sustainment in the times of
dry season and famine. Our Home Garden Project’s
goal is to teach women with children to cultivate a
home garden to harvest nutrient rich vegetables for
their own benefits. This teaching program is new to
our people since we are introducing vegetables
which have not been a staple crop for them like
bocolo (maze) but nevertheless contains essential
nutrients critical for battling malnutrition.
As with any gardening and farming in this earth, water is the constant source of worry as the dry season
is three times as long as the rainy season. Through
the generous funding of FMU, we now have acquired
a funding for a commercial usage portable water
pump for our Home Garden Project. This water pump
will be used to gather the much needed water from
various resources such as wells and collected rain
water to be transported to the home gardens of the
women who have successfully completed our Home
Gardening Training Program earlier this year. This
will be a wonderful assistance since for many the
only source of water is the government water which
is not cheap and is often not available up to their
homes in the mountainous range.
It is somewhat still a taboo for a woman not to rely
completely on her husband for all sources of income
and materials in the household, but ten courageous
women from our rural villages of Tullo, Finchawa and
Boko participated in and completed our Home Gardening Training Program. Our training was a weeklong with practical gardening skills taught in the
morning by the Agricultural Extension worker from
the local kebele (the smallest administrative unit of
Ethiopia) government office and our BHC Nutrition
Unit Team giving educational sessions on the benefits for nutrition oriented meals as well on the benefits
of breast feeding. Most of our mothers are still childbearing and many of them with infants and toddlers
under the age of three, the most vulnerable age for
malnutrition.
As of this May, each woman has a little home garden
in their homes as the Nutrition Unit Team witnessed
during their site visits. As Franciscans, we appreciate
the dignity and the uniqueness of each person and
the relationships built in such uniqueness.
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Each woman’s garden was created with their own
unique graces which also reflected their day to day
lives. It was truly a moment of thanksgiving and
praise for this Franciscan to witness the green
leaves pushing forth from the dry soil with life and
force and once again realizing that “if it is God’s
will…our works will go on” as our Foundress, Mary
of the Passion said.

pass by, in her own Sidamian language with her
whole family, “Sisters, have coffee and spend the day
with us!”
Anna Kim and Kyong-Ha Yim, fmm
Bushulo Health Center, Tulla Sub-city, Ethiopia

We hope for more success with this education. By
the harvesting of the crops alongside, using water
from their own resources, our women will be empowered, having used their educated capabilities
and their own resources to provide for their own
children and better their day to day living situations. This project was created to lessen the hunger and malnutrition and to improve the health and
overall well being of the most vulnerable population
in our rural area. Through this project we also aim
to educate, empower and concretely mobilize the
poorest women in the area and also share our
Franciscan JPIC spirit regardless of religion and
ethnic divide.
There is a true Franciscan joy in hearing Wayzaro
(Mrs.) Shafite Kunikuma, a Muslim woman who is
one of our participants for the program, calling out
to us Catholic Franciscan religious sisters as we

From Blessed Mary of the Passion ...

… Jesus seeks for us
In the trifles of life.
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4 October 1883
He Speaks to Me -

